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Bridge St Kaiako are committed to working within the professional framework of both Te Whariki 
and Tataiako which are used to document tamariki learning and assessment. 

We believe that children learn through play; through active exploration, experience, and through 
following their interests in a setting where they feel a sense of belonging and are supported by rich 
experiences and responsive relationships with people, places and things in a sustainable way. 
Children learn by doing and having fun as they participate with adults and their peers. They learn 
through observation and by following examples as they interact with people places and things. 
Children learn best in a safe and secure environment where they can step outside of their comfort 
zones in a nurturing, exciting environment. 

We believe that the most important things children learn at early childhood education are how to 
form strong, positive relationships, how to explore their interests, social competencies and a sense 
of themselves as competent and confident learners. We believe that it is important for children to 
discover the joy and fun of learning. To develop a love for books and literacy. Teachers provide 
children with opportunities to develop early conceptual understandings of literacy and numeracy, to 
begin to understand the world around them and be deeply engaged in their own learning.  We also 
believe that it is important for children to contribute to their community, develop their curiosity and 
persistence, and develop an inquiring mind and good heart. 

We have a strong commitment to Te Tiriti O Waitangi and our bi cultural practices are inherent in 
our programme. They are developing alongside our knowledge and commitment of teaching and 
learning te ao Maori. 

We believe that many things make up a good teacher: they have the ability to connect with children 
and whānau, they have a passion for early childhood education and a strong and always expanding 
knowledge base. We believe that a good teacher creates supportive educational environments, is 
genuinely interested in children and is committed to the best outcomes for individual children. Good 
teachers have a rich understanding of learning and development, are willing to try new things and 
take risks, and are genuine in themselves as they role model learning as well as social awareness. We 
believe that a good teacher will support children’s learning, extend and resource children’s interests, 
have a well-developed sense of fun, and will form respectful and reciprocal relationships with 
whānau.  

Our ideal for early childhood education is one where qualified teachers work with children and 
whānau to develop vibrant learning environments, strong relationships, and positive partnerships 
with the wider community. We believe that it is important to continually up skill teachers through 
targeted professional development, provide good child to teacher ratios to encourage deeper 
educational experiences for children, and provide the resources that children need to grow in 
knowledge and prosper. Our ideal early childhood education setting is one where children, whānau 
and teachers are happy and working together in the spirit of partnership. For us, our ideal early 
childhood education setting is founded on community, made of rich learning experiences, and held 
together with professional teaching knowledge and the shared commitment that together we can 
make a difference in the world. 


